AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

asks nothing and seeks nothing, but gives
service because it "can no other" and is a
necessary ingredient of that character upon
which alone we can build. I always think
that Joseph Conrad, a Pole by birth, illumin-
ated the meaning of the word in a pregnant
paragraph of which I have myself made use:
"Patriotism/' he said, "is a somewhat dis-
credited sentiment because the delicacy of our
humanitarianism regards it as a relic of
barbarism. ... It requires a certain greatness
of soul to interpret patriotism worthily, or
else a sincerity of feeling denied to the vulgar
refinement of modern thought which cannot
understand the august simplicity of a sentiment
proceeding from the very nature of things and

men."

Can these things be acquired by education?